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Guru Nanak Dev Ji at Kartarpur; Guru Angad

Key Facts :
1. It is said that Guru Nanak Dev Ji founded the town of Kartarpur after his return from his first Udasi in 1515

2. After his Udasis Guru Nanak Dev Ji spent the last twenty years of his life at Kartarpur.

3. The important tradition of morning and evening diwans or congregations was started at Kartarpur. The Japji was recited in the morning, Sodar in the evening and Kirtan Sohila at night.

4. New followers were inducted into the faith through the institution of Charan Pahul.

5. Great emphasis was placed on honest hard work for making a living. Guru Nanak Dev Ji set a personal example by tilling the land and working as a farmer.

6. The enduring institution of Guru Ka Langar was also instituted at Kartarpur; all Sikhs contributed and everyone regardless of caste, religion or background sat together and ate in the Langar.

7. Compilation of Bani into Pothis also started at Kartarpur.

8. The Gurmat Sangeet tradition, the singing of Shabads, forged by Guru Nanak Dev Ji was also cemented at Kartarpur.

9. One day at Kartapur a precocious young boy called Ram Das came to visit Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Pleased at his wisdom, Guru Nanak Dev Ji named him Bhai Buddha. Bhai Buddha went on to serve many Gurus; he was held in great esteem and he was given the honor of applying the saffron tilak on each Guru’s forehead upon their ascension to the Gurgaddi.

10. Upon hearing one Bhai Jodha, a Sikh of Guru Nanak, reciting the Japji, Bhai Lehna, a resident of Khadur was greatly touched. Upon learning of Guru Nanak Dev Ji from Bhai Jodha, Bhai Lehna went to visit him.

11. Bhai Lehna was drawn towards Guru Nanak Dev Ji and began to serve him with great devotion.

12. When time came for Guruji to depart from the world, he subjected his Sikhs including his sons Siri Chand and Lakmi Das to several tests. Bhai Lehna, who served the Guru with a faith and devotion that was absolute passed every test and endeared himself to the Guru.

13. On September 2, 1539, Guru Nank Dev Ji, placed an offering before Bhai Lehna, named him Angad and thus the Gurgaddi passed to Gur Angad.

14. Siri Chand went on to found a sect of Sadhus called Udasis.

15. One of the most significant accomplishments of Guru Angad was the creation of the Gurmukhi script; the creation of this accessible, simple script paved the way for the propagation of the Gurus’ message.

16. The institution of Langar was further strengthened; the Guru’s wife personally did Seva in the Langar.

17. Guru Angad’s earned a living by twisting grass into rope used for stringing cots, thus leading by example and emphasizing the importance of  Kirt.

